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Introduction 

 ‘The ghost of Islamic fundamentalism roams near the borders 
of Europe.’ (Ayaan Hirsi Ali, 2004) 
 

 On the anthropology of ghosts: transformation and power 
 

 Risk assessment: 
 Events and racialization 

 Radicalization 

 When ghosts talk back 
 Some last notes 
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Anthropology of ghosts 
 : “even calling them ghosts is already using a 

mapping to de- scribe the phenomenon. They are 
best thought of as ruptures, as emergences of 
dangerous energies that will then be named (as 
ghosts) and worked upon through ritual activity.” 
(Puettt) 
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The ghost of Islamic fundamentalism 

 ‘The ghost of Islamic fundamentalism roams 
near the borders of Europe. Young people 
with an Islamic background, who also live in 
our country, are attracted to the message of 
Islamism. Not all of them, but for us too 
many. It is a message which says: destroy 
the other. It is a message that has declared 
war against us. With us I mean everyone 
who loves freedom. We love life and they 
love death.’ (Hirsi Ali 2004) 
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Semiotic transduction 

 Naming particular phenomena ‘ghosts’ 
 “semiotic transduction” short for “an act of 

transforming something across semiotic 
modalities in order to produce or otherwise 
have effects of power”.  

 “very act of transforming something from one 
semiotic modality another.”  

 (Keane) 
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 Making the ghosts visible, plausible and tangible 
 
 Racialization and the meaning of ‘events’ 

 Narrowing down the concept of radicalization 

and expanding it 

 The focus on particular groups 
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Events and racialization 

 The racialization of Muslims in policies and debates turns a 
diverse group of people into a problem based upon an 
generalizing and essentialized definition of their ascribed 
religion, culture, gender and ‘race’ 

 The meanings attached to different instances of political 
violence: 9/11, 2004, 2011-  

 In the context of the war on terror and radicalization particular 
markers atributed to Muslim religiosity, are turned into 
signifiers of risk 

 Muslims are risky or at risk 
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The Radical 
 From a political category to a security problem 

related to Muslim youth 
 Differentiation: 

 Distinguishes from far right 

 Redemption and cooperation 
 People can change and be changed 

 Opens up the possibility of cooperation with 

local communities 

 The object: ‘unacceptable Islam’ 
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The quintessential radicals 
 Hofstad group 

 Connected to the murder of Theo van Gogh 

 
 Sharia4Belgium / Sharia4Holland – BehindBars 

 
 The Dutch foreign fighters 

 
 BehindBars using the label  
to talk back and is used as a 
justification and example for  
counter-radicalization 
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Some final remarks 

 The idea of radicalization constructs the Muslim 
community as being at risk / risky 

 Conceals political and social questions and civil 
rights 

 Logic of the market 
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